Lignocaine spray applicators are a potential source of cross-infection in the anaesthetic room.
Ten percent lignocaine spray is in widespread clinical use as a means of suppressing responses to tracheal intubation. It is sprayed from a multidose container into the glottis and on to the vocal cords through an applicator nozzle, which may be used on successive patients. We have investigated the likelihood of the contamination of these nozzles, with patients' mouth flora. Spray applicators from four of the 20 cases investigated showed contamination with potential bacterial pathogens. We therefore recommend that lignocaine spray should not be applied to successive patients using the same applicator nozzle.